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HAVE YOU REGISTERED 

FOR DOING CHURCH 2003?

Ninety-four workshops are offered at the third bi-annual Doing Church conference on Saturday, October 25, at the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine. Music, church growth, Christian education, parish dynamics, and youth ministries are areas of concentration at the 2003 event.

The cost is $20 per person, which includes continental breakfast and lunch. More than 600 people from around the diocese have attended each of the prior Doing Church conferences. Eight copies of the conference catalog were sent to every congregation in the diocese. Info about Doing Church with a description of every workshop is on line, and this year you can register online at www.dioceseny.org. For more info, contact the Rev. Richard Sloan, rsloan@dioceseny.org, 212-316-7427.
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UTO GRANT APPLICATION

INFO AND DEADLINE

The 2004 United Thank Offering grant applications will be available at the end of October.  Starting, Monday October 27, you may leave a request for an application by calling  212-932-7399. Please clearly state your name, parish, address, and a daytime phone number where you can be reached. When the application is completed, please return it to Mrs. Margaret M. Nodine, Bishop’s Office, 1047 Amsterdam Ave., NY, NY 10025.

Applications must be received in the bishop’s office by Thursday, December 18. There will be no exceptions to the deadline date.

Please note: If you have been a recent recipient of a UTO grant, there is a three year moratorium before you may apply again.

OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD BEGINS SOON

The annual open enrollment period for medical insurance will begin soon. At the end of September all congregations and all those who are currently enrolled in a diocesan medical plan will receive mailings from the Church Medical Trust and from the diocesan Controller's office. The deadline to return your open enrollment form will be October 24 for changes effective January 1, 2004.

Please make sure that you and your employees know about the open enrollment period. By the time you receive our mailing, complete information about the plans and the rates will be on the diocesan website.

If you have any questions, contact the Rev. Jerry Keucher, jkeucher@dioceseny.org, Carol O'Neale, coneale@dioceseny.org or Annette Fredenburgh afredenburgh@dioceseny.org.

BOOK, DVD STUDY GUIDES NOW AVAILABLE 

Study guides are now available on-line for the book  Will The Dust Praise You? Spiritual Responses to 9/11 and the DVD/video Revelations from Ground Zero: Spiritual Responses to 9/11 at www.spiritualresponsesto911.org. Five organizations have banded together to present a book, DVD/video and web site on the church's response to the attack: the Episcopal Diocese of New York, Church Publishing, the Church Pension Fund, and Trinity Church, Wall Street. The historical advisor is the New-York Historical Society. 

A NOTE FROM THE BISHOP’S OFFICE

Dear Clergy:

Please be aware that it is very important that the CORRECT remarriage form be used when making an application. The form may be found by taking the following steps:

1. Go to the Diocesan Web Site at www.dioceseny.org. 

2. On the left side, Click “About Us”

3. On the left side, Click “Info for Priests”

4. Scroll down on the right side to the second “Released Info Box”

5. Click the Remarriage Form 

If you cannot retrieve the form, call Margaret M. Nodine (212-316-7413). She will be happy to send/fax a copy that you can use and you can make copies for your files.

The form on the web site is the only form that will be accepted.

Margaret M. Nodine

Assistant to Bishop Sisk

EPISCOPAL CHARITIES GRANT DEADLINE NEARS

Episcopal Charities Basic Human Needs Grant deadline is Friday, October 17 at 5 pm. Applications and grant guidelines can be viewed and downloaded at episcopalcharities-newyork.org.

Questions? Call Peter Gudaitis, 212-316-7424.
REGION II WARDEN’S DAY

SLATED FOR OCTOBER 18

Be sure to mark Saturday, October 18 for the Region II Warden’s Morning, 9:30 am to 11:30 am at Zion, Dobbs Ferry. Check with the Region II Office, 914-693-3848, REg2ny@aol.com, or the web site at www.dioceseny.org. 


A PILGRIMAGE TO MADRAS

You can download the brochure from the diocesan web site www.dioceseny.org for the Episcopal Diocese of New York sponsored pilgrimage to the Diocese of Madras, India from February 1 - 22, 2004.  The approximate cost is $2,500 per person which covers airfare and living expenses.  The purpose of the pilgrimage is to experience the life and ministry of our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Diocese of Madras.  The hope is that congregations in the Episcopal Diocese of New York might link in mission partnership with congregations in the Diocese of Madras.  If you are interested, 

contact Archdeacon Michael Kendall: 212-316-7432; mkendall@dioceseny.org 

NEW BISHOP’S MESSAGE

Be sure to check Bishop E. Don Taylor’s message for September    on the Bishop’s Message on the Web, www.dioceseny.org.

Bishop Catherine Roskam will have a new address for the Bishop’s Message On The Web starting October 1. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

Proclaiming The Word, Tools for Lectors will be held on Saturday, October 11 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am at St. George’s, Newburgh. Led by the Rev. Deborah Dresser, this workshop is being offered as a resource to provide practical assistance in this ministry. No fee, but limited to 15 participants.  Contact Mid Hudson Office, 845-338-1086, vstelcen@dioceseny.org, or register on-line, www.dioceseny.org .

LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS TRAINING 

Training for persons seeking to be licensed as lay eucharistic visitors  who take communion to those unable to attend the Parish Eucharist will be held on Saturday, October 18 from 9 am to 2 pm at Christ Church, Marlboro. There is no fee, and lunch will be provided by the Altar Guild of Christ Church. Presenter is the Rev. Sr. Jean Campbell, OSH, St. Mark’s Church, Chelsea and chair, Mid-Hudson Adult Program Committee. Limited to 25 particpants.  Contact Mid Hudson Region 845-338-1086 or vstelcen@dioceseny.org, Please note: You must have the permission of your priest to seek licensing (signature of a priest is required on the registration form).  Those whose parishes do not have a  “resident” priest (i.e. congregations that are in vacancy/search/self-study/interim process, etc.)  may not be eligible for licensing, and thus we do not encourage you to pursue this ministry until your congregation has a priest.  Under special circumstances, provisional licenses for a period of one year are sometimes given – this is, however, an exception and not the norm. 

PRAYER FOR PRIMATES 
 
The Secretary General of the Anglican Communion, the Rev. Canon John L. Peterson, encourages churches of the Worldwide Anglican Communion to use this prayer in the days coming up to the October 15/16 Primates Meeting:

Heavenly Father, 
you have called us 
in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ 
to continue his work of reconciliation 
and reveal you to humankind. 
Forgive us the sins which tear us apart; 
give us the courage to overcome our fears 
and to seek that unity 
which is your gift and your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PURPLE BOOK ON LINE

The updated Purple Book is available on-line at www.dioceseny.org.  Just look under the heading Programs and Ministries
YOUTH CONFERENCE 

More details coming soon: Building Youth/Adult Alliances for Justice (Incorporating social justice into your youth ministry) A Gathering co-sponsored by the Social Concerns Commission of Episcopal Diocese of New York, The New York Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, and the Youth Arts Group (YAG) of Rural and Migrant Ministry for youth and adult leaders of youth ministries, at St George's Episcopal Church, Newburgh, October 18.


PRAY FOR 
MEXICAN WOMEN 

Amnesty International has reported on the murder and/or disappearance of over 500 Mexican women and girls during the past decade, with little or no apparent justice. Bishop Suffragan Catherine Roskam asks all churches to remember in the Prayers of the People on November 2 (All Souls Day) the women who have been killed, those who have disappeared, and the families who have suffered.  At the Cathedral Church of St. John The Divine, these women and girls will be acknowledge and prayed for during the intercessions at the Evensong for All Souls on November 2.  For more info, check Amnesty International’s web site, http://www.amnesty.org/
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CONVENTION UPDATE





Here are some important items about the upcoming Diocesan Convention: 





Registration is available on-line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dioceseny.org" ��www.dioceseny.org�. Be sure to file your appropriate certificates with the proper signature (or you will not be able to vote!!)





10/1 - Deadline for Nominations by petition





10/1 - Deadline for Convention registration





10/18 – Pre Convention Caucus, Trinity, Fishkill





10/25 – Pre-Convention Caucus at the Cathedral (part of Doing Church)





10/31 – Administrative Deadline for Convention – last chance for 2002 Parochial Reports, 2002 Audit and previous years’ assessments.





11/8 - Pre-Convention Caucus, Zion Dobbs Ferry





11/15 - Annual Diocesan Convention


	Registration opens at 8 am�


For more info contact Annette Fredenburgh, 212-316-7423, � HYPERLINK "mailto:afredenburgh@dioceseny.org" ��afredenburgh@dioceseny.org� 








October Is Active In The Worldwide Anglican Communion





October is an active month in the Anglican Communion this year both here and abroad.  





The Archbishop of Canterbury has called a special Primates’ Meeting to convene in mid October at Lambeth Palace concerning recent legislation of our General Convention to confirm the election of the Rev. Gene Robinson, an openly gay man in a committed relationship, as the Bishop of New Hampshire and also to recognize the blessing of same-gender unions.  Prior to the Primates’ Meeting there will be a meeting in Dallas, Texas, of people deeply disturbed by those decisions.  Subsequent to the Primates’ Meeting, the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church in the USA at a regularly scheduled meeting will deal with the implications of these meetings.  In addition, some dioceses are scheduling special conventions to discuss these same matters.





It is no secret that the Bishops of New York - all three of us - support wholeheartedly the decisions of General Convention, which were arrived at prayerfully, civilly, and in good order.  We also recognize that not all are in agreement with us.  We enthusiastically support ongoing conversations on both the diocesan and parish levels to help us grow in understanding of one another.





But in doing so let us consider the proportionality of the issues at hand.  Sex is a hot topic. It can loom large.  But as the Theology Committee of the House of Bishops stated in an earlier report, sex is not a church-dividing issue.  Certainly the church can divide over it if it wishes to.  But in and of itself, sex is not a church-dividing issue.  To consider it so would be to completely sexualize the church, raising sexual practice to the level of the Creed. 





Jesus no doubt preferred that people engage in ordered sexual lives, although he was silent on the matter of the woman at the well with regard to her having been married five times and now being with a sixth man to whom she was not married.  But what occupied Jesus and drove him round the bend so much so that he overturned the table of the moneychangers in the temple were religious hypocrisy and the oppression of the poor.  St. Paul, who had a good deal more to say about sex than Jesus did, still saved his strongest vituperative for greed and “party spirit”, meaning those who sowed division among the people of God.





So let us pray for the church with special intention this month and for the Anglican Communion as well, that we might keep a holy perspective with regard to the matters at hand, that we might grow in love and not judgement of one another, and that even with our differences, we may be one as Jesus and the Father are one.








The Rt. Rev. Catherine Roskam				The Rt. Rev. E. Don Taylor


Bishop Suffragan						Bishop Vicar








PLAN NOW FOR CLERGY TAX & FINANCIAL PLANNING SEMINAR SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24





The Rev. Canon Bill Geisler, CPA, will again lead a workshop on clergy taxes and financial planning on Monday, November 24 from 10 am - 3 pm. Canon Geisler will address all the ways in which clergy taxes differ from those of other employees. In addition he will spend time on issues of personal financial planning that affect all individuals and families.





The seminar is open to all clergy of the Episcopal Diocese of New York. Especially if a spouse/partner, tax preparer or parish employee assists a clergy person with compensation and tax issues, we strongly recommend that those others attend this seminar as well. 





The cost is $25 per attendee and includes seminar, handouts and lunch. However, if a spouse/partner attends with the cleric, the registration fee for that person will be waived. 





For your convenience, you can register on the diocesan website, www.dioceseny.org. Alternatively, you mail a check to:   Controller’s Office; Episcopal Diocese of New York,  1047 Amsterdam Ave., New York, NY 10025. Please put “Clergy Tax Workshop” in the memo line. 





For further information, you may contact Carol L. O'Neale at coneale@dioceseny.org or 212-316-7457





Canon Geisler is the Controller Emeritus of the Diocese of California and a consultant retained by the Church Pension Group to respond to tax questions. He has conducted this workshop for diocesan clergy for many years.














Upcoming Events In The Episcopal Diocese of New York


Be sure to check the web site at www.dioceseny.org





9/27 - Mid Hudson Regional Council ��9/29 - Regional Stewardship Workshop, Good Shepherd, Manhattan��9/30 - Regional Stewardship Workshop, St. Peter’s Westchester Square��10/1 - Deadline for Nominations by petition ��10/1 - Deadline for Convention registration ��10/2 - Regional Stewardship Workshop, St. Mary’s, Cold Spring��10/3, 10/4 - Deacons Conference ��10/5 – Blessing of the Animals ��10/8 - New Clergy Tea ��10/9 - Sexual Misconduct Awareness Training Workshop (English) ��10/10 – Deadline for Doing Church registration ��10/11 – Proclaiming The Word in Mid Hudson Region ��10/17 - Episcopal Charities Grant Application Deadline ��10/18 - Region II Wardens' Morning ��10/18 - Sexual Misconduct Awareness Training Workshop (Spanish) ��10/18 – Pre Convention Caucus, Trinity, Fishkill��10/18 – Lay Eucharist Visitors Training �


10/24 – UTA Applications Available��10/25 - Doing Church ��10/25 – Pre-Convention Caucus, Cathedral��10/31 – Administrative Deadline for Convention – last chance for 2002 �Parochial Reports, 2002 Audit and previous years’ assessments.��10/31, 11/1 - ECW Conference ��11/7, 11/8 – SuperNightwatch ��11/8 - Pre-Convention Caucus, Zion, Dobbs Ferry��11/13 - Day of Reflection for Clergy ��11/15 - Annual Diocesan Convention ��11/18 – Preaching Preparation ��11/20 – Diocesan Council ��11/24 - Clergy Tax and Financial Planning �








FIVE ORDAINED AS PRIESTS ON SEPTEMBER 20





Five new priests were ordained at the Cathedral by Bishop Mark Sisk on September 20. Bishop Suffragan Catherine Roskam preached at the ordination and Bishop Vicar E. Don Taylor served as Cantor.





The Rev. Hilario Alejandro Albert Mercer is a graduate of New York Theological Seminary and also studied at General Theological Seminary.  Hilario was sponsored for ordination by St. Edward the Martyr, Manhattan. He is currently serving as an Associate at Holy Trinity, Manhattan.





The Rev. John F. Beddingfield, a graduate of Princeton Seminary and  General Theological Seminary, was sponsored by Saint Mary the Virgin, Manhattan.  John is now serving as Curate at St. Mary the  Virgin.





The Rev. Kenneth Hoffman Brannon, a graduate of Virginia Theological Seminary, was sponsored for ordination by Holy Trinity Church, Manhattan.  Ken is now Associate Rector of St. Barnabas, Irvington.





The Rev. Robert Daniel Flanagan, a graduate of Virginia Theological Seminary, was sponsored for ordination by Christ's Church, Rye.  Bob is now an Assistant at St. Matthew's in Bedford.





The Rev. Allison Read, a graduate of Yale and Berkeley Divinity Schools, was sponsored for ordination by Christ Church, Bronxville.  Allison is a Lilly Fellow at St. James', Manhattan.
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