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Sunday Eucharist at 8:00 & 11:00 am; M-F: Morning Prayer at 8:00 am; M, W, F: Eucharist at 6:15 pm

Coming Up In March & Early April

March 14 Lenten Quiet Day - 9:30 am - 3:00 pm
March 29 Palm Sunday: deadline for Easter Flower dedications
April 2 Maundy Thursday
April 2-3 The Watch: 9:00 pm - 9:00 am
April 3 Good Friday Liturgy - 12:30 pm
April 4 Holy Saturday Liturgy - 10:00 am

Great Vigil of Easter - 8:00 pm
April 5 Easter Liturgy - 8:00 & 11:00 am - egg hunt at 12:15
April 6-10 Easter Week Eucharists - 6:15 pm
April 11 Saturday of Easter Week - Eucharist - 12:00 Noon
April 12 Easter II -Sung mass 

The Schedule for Holy Week Appears on Page 8

Daily Office Readings
The Daily Office readings for March  are found in the Book of Common Prayer. 

This is Year I for the Daily Office, Year B for the Sunday Eucharist.

Week of March 1  Lent I
Week of March 8  Lent II
Week of March 15     Lent III
Week of March 22     Lent III

           Week of March 29  Holy Week

Bells for the Easter Vigil
The congregation is cordially invited to bring a bell to ring prior to the singing of the

GLORIA at the Great Vigil of Easter. The psalmist said “Make a Joyful Noise”
and with your help, we can raise the roof!

The only requirement is that your bring something to wrap the bell in so it
cannot sound should it be accidentally disturbed during other parts of the service.

Lent is a time to learn
Sunday Morning 
Lenten Reflection Study Group. 
Join Deacon Denise La Vetty and Andrew
Jones during the Sundays in Lent from 9:30
a.m. ‘til 10:30 a.m.  as we reflect on Lenten
study materials. No need to sign up - just
show up! Materials will be provided each
week and we will meet in the Conference
Room. Visitors and guests are always
welcome!

Lenten Quiet Day: Prayer and
Belief
Saturday, March 14, 2015 
in the Parish Hall and Common
Room
9:30 am - 3:00 pm

Many people either are not able to avail
themselves of an extended silent retreat at a
retreat center or simply want a simple time
of quiet reflection to add to their lenten
practice. Our lenten quiet day this year
gives us the chance to pause from normal
hectic schedules and be still.

In our Anglican tradition it has been said
that if you want to know what we believe,
listen to what we pray. This retreat gives us

the opportunity to reflect on prayers from
our tradition and examine our underlying
beliefs. You will have the opportunity to
discover how these prayers affect and
reflect your view of God, yourself and your
neighbor.

Leader: Andrew Jones
Andrew Jones, our retreat leader, has been
an Education for Ministry (EfM) mentor for
over eleven years, leading seminars,
retreats, and workshops in the tri-state
region. He is presently a churchwarden here
at St. John’s in the Village.

Confessions: 
If you would like to make a confession
during lent, please speak to one of the
priests who will be glad to schedule an
appointment with you. If you have not made
a confession before, the priest will help you
learn how to do it and how to benefit from
self-examination, penitence and
reconciliation.

Interim Priest Called
The Vestry and Wardens of St. John's in the
Village are happy to announce that we have
called The Rev. Canon Alan Dennis to be
our Interim Pastor. His start date will be
April 16, and his first Sunday with us will
be April 19. Fr. Alan brings a wealth
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of Parish and cathedral ministry,
including interim experience,  and we are
excited to be journeying with him as we
seek to discover who we are as a parish and
discern together the calling of a new rector. 

The following is a brief bio of Father Alan.
The Rev. Canon Alan Godfrey Dennis was
born in Cape Town, South Africa. 
After qualifying as a Librarian, specializing
in children and young adult work, he
entered Saint Peter’s College, when the
struggle against the horrendous evil of
apartheid was peaking. He graduated
Summa cum laude in 1978.

During his 36 years of ordained ministry
Alan served as University Chaplain, and
large urban, suburban, and rural parishes
within the Diocese of Cape Town - South
Africa, Toronto – Canada, Connecticut
(parishes in Darien and Bridgeport), New
Mexico (Dean of the Cathedral of St. John)
and New York (Sub-Dean of the Cathedral
of St. John the Divine), USA

He moved to the US with his family in July
of 1996

He has worked tirelessly, in leadership
positions within the church, locally,
nationally and internationally, as a bridge
builder, ecumenically and within the
interfaith community. Widely traveled he
facilitated numerous workshops and retreats
on issues of peace, reconciliation, justice,
relationships, and liturgy,  in South Africa,
Singapore, Canada, England, Botswana, the
Republic of Georgia, Italy and the US.

As someone who has experienced the pain
of racial discrimination, Alan is deeply
committed to the healing of all who are
oppressed and marginalized. He has a deep
passion for the children and youth of the
world. He continues to serve the wider
community, recognizing and affirming all
persons as created in the image of God,
celebrating a ministry of inclusion.

Alan and Jenny have been married for 36
years. They had an eight year term as the
international clergy couple of Marriage
encounter for Africa. Jenny was an educator
for 21 years. She is presently employed by a
major bank. 
They have two children. Jill, married to
Fabian, and two grandchildren, Amaya and
Xavier. Marc, married to Angelina and one
grandson, Adrian.

Alan enjoys people! The wonder of liturgy
and  worship infuses him with a passion for
the church to be the leaven of the
community. 

On Easter Sunday, he concludes 18 months
as Interim Rector of Christ Church Pelham,
NY; previously as Priest-in-charge of St.
Peters’ Chelsea, NY; Sub - Dean at the
Cathedral church of Saint John the Divine,
and  served as Dean of Saint John’s
Cathedral in Albuquerque New Mexico for
a number of years.

He enjoys music and the arts, writing, good
movies, kayaking and walking, and
swimming in the ocean. While presently
engaged in numerous wood working
projects, he is also an avid gardener and
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experiences the garden as a place to be
creative, think and pray. 

Update on Rectory Apartment #1
Renovations
After being occupied for 27 years, the
Rector's apartment was quite down at the
heels so we called in the professionals. 
Some of the work that was needed was:

C Repair areas of ceiling plaster that
had been water-damaged over the
years

C Repair leaks and remove mold
C Remove flaking and crumbling

plaster on many of the walls
C Repair old and frayed wiring in

various areas
C Skim coat ceilings and walls in

damaged areas
C Replace old and frayed light

fixtures as needed
C Replace sub-floor and tile in

upstairs bathroom 

The whole apartment is being repainted
with Benjamin Moore paint. It will look
clean, fresh and chic when done. Once the
work is complete everyone will be invited to
visit and enjoy before Fr Dennis moves in.

RECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE
The Rector Search Committee is comprised
of 9 parishioners:

Robert Dannenberg
Kyle DeBlasio
Richard Lipscomb
Richard Seeger
Margot Shields, co-chair

Parveen Sondhi
Kodi Stanley
Dan Weick, co-chair
Nick Wolf

The two co-chairs were named by the
vestry.  Seven additional members were
then selected by the chairs, churchwardens
and vestry from among all those who had
expressed their interest in serving on the
search committee.  Diocesan guidelines
provide that 1/3 be current vestry members
and that the full committee be as
representative as possible of various parish
demographic groups.  (Note that
churchwardens are precluded from serving
on the search committee for the obvious
reason that they are way too busy
conducting church matters during the
transitional period.  By canon law, until a
new rector is called and has actually begun
his/her ministry here, the ecclesiastical
authority is vested in the churchwardens.)

The SC’s first step is a meeting with Canon
Tammearu, the Bishop’s Canon for
Transitional Ministry, and the full
committee, which is scheduled for later in
March.  Canon Tammearu will also hold a
meeting with the entire parish to explain the
process and answer questions.  As the
process unfolds, be assured that there will
be ample opportunity for everyone to be
heard and to provide their input.  We will
keep you posted.  

FYI, the search committee’s mailbox is
located in the lower right corner of the
labeled mailboxes.  
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Dan and I ask that you keep the search
committee and the people of St. John’s
in your prayers as we begin this
challenging and exciting phase of the
transitional process.

Margot Shields, Co-Chair

St. John's Capital Fund Campaign
Wainright House Restoration

The vestry has decided to make a real push
to raise capital funds this spring. We have
had this campaign going after a fashion for
several years at a low level and in fact we
had $46,000 in the Agate Fund (our capital
fund) when we started this restoration.

We are on the homestretch of the facelift for
Wainwright House, also known as the
Rectory.  

Thanks to part of a generous bequest left by
Father Whipple and what we had raised,
we’ve been able to do almost all of the work
needed.  

We’ve been able to complete restoration of
the south and east sides of the building
including:
C Replacing brownstone window

headers over the windows.
C Replacement of rotting, weakened

wooden windows with more
energy-efficient units

C Repointing of brickwork
C Replacement of the roofing over the

porch extension of the rector’s
apartment

We have been able to fund all of this work
up to this point.  To complete the project,
we only need to restore the roof line wooden
cornice at the top of the building on 11th
Street. This  last phase will cost about
$75,000, most of which is covered by the
monies already raised, but to complete this
portion, we have an immediate need for
about $10,000. 

We are asking you to consider this effort as
our money-raising Lenten project this
spring.  We are also promoting HandyVets
as an outreach project, but hope you can
consider both efforts.

Easter Flower Donations
Mark your calendar that Palm Sunday,
March 29th is the deadline for submissions
for Easter flower dedications. Envelopes
have been mailed with the Wardens’
Lenten/Easter letter and will also be
available in the back of the church.

St. John’s Music Fund
Some of you may not be aware that we have
a music fund to support the music program
at St Johns and parishioners may contribute
directly to this fund.  The fund is used for
various activities including the purchase of
music, singers salaries, and maintaining the
organ.  Checks may be made payable to the
St. John’s Music Fund. Envelopes will be
available soon!

“STAY AWAKE WITH ME” 
(Matt. 26:38)
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“Could you not stay awake with me one hour? 
Stay awake and pray that you may not come into
the time of trial.” (Matt 26:40)  

Here at St. John’s we have a tradition of
keeping the watch from Maundy Thursday
April 2nd ) until Good Friday (April 3rd). 
After the service on Maundy Thursday, the
remaining Eucharist is brought to the Altar
of Repose where it remains until the noon
service on Good Friday. People are asked to
“keep watch” at one hour intervals (the late
night hours are hardest to fill, but security is
provided). Join us for this unique
opportunity to share in the profound
significance of Holy Week.  A sign-up sheet
will be posted in the Common Room.

Parish Directory Available
Updated versions of the Parish Directory are
now available. You may pick up a copy in
the common room. 

Douglas Smith
Our friend Douglas moved in January to
Austin, Texas. The office received an email
from Douglas with his new address. His
email address and cell phone number
(which are also printed below) hve not
changed since he lived in New York.

Mr. Douglas B. Smith
2717 S. Lamar Blvd., Apt 4091
Austin, TX 78704
212-281-5629

smith.doug@rocketmail.com

New Week-Day Service Schedule begins

this week
Beginning March 9th,  some minor changes
in our week-day service schedule were
made.  Please note that Morning Prayer is
now on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings at 8:00 am. On Tuesday and
Thursday there is no morning prayer.

The 6:15 Eucharist on Monday and Friday
evenings is being replaced with Evening
Prayer. On Monday evening we will use
Rite I and on Friday evening, we will use
Rite II. The Wednesday evening Eucharist
remains a Healing Eucharist at 6:15 pm.
Holy Days remain as advertised.

Monday, Wednesday, Friday:
   Morning Prayer       8:00 am
Monday:
    Evening Prayer Rite 1       6:15 pm
Wednesday: 
   Healing Eucharist            6:15 pm
Friday:
    Evening Prayer Rite II       6:15 pm
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY !
March
5th Arlander Brown
18th Adelaide Richter
20th Pat Thompson
28th Laury Cuddihy
31st Andrew Jones

Holy Week at St. John’s
Holy Week is the most significant and
dramatic, week of the entire Church Year. 
It contains some of the richest symbolism,
the most stirring rites and customs, and has
been provided with some of the finest music
that the Church has created.  Palm Sunday
begins the week, and the sacred Triduum
(the three holy days) begins with sunset on
Thursday and ends with sunset on Sunday. 
The Triduum is really a single liturgical
event with several parts.  The story begins
with Maundy Thursday and does not really
end until the last mass of Easter.  In this
drama, we celebrate the new Passover, in
which all humanity is redeemed.  Here is the
schedule for this year.
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Palm Sunday

29 March
Eucharist at 8:00 a.m.

Liturgy of the Palms and Eucharist at 11:00 am

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week

30, 31 March & 1 April
Eucharist at 6:15 pm

Maundy Thursday

2 April
Solemn Eucharist, Foot Washing,  Procession of the Sacrament,, Agapé Supper,

and stripping of the altar at 6:30 pm

Good Friday

3 April
Good Friday Liturgy at 12:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday

4 April
Liturgy of the Word at 10:00 a.m.

The Great Vigil of Easter at 8:00 p.m.

The First Sunday of Easter

5 April
Eucharist at 8:00 a.m.

Procession and Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 a.m
Followed by Egg Hunt for Children 2-12

  

Palm Sunday
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The Palm Sunday Liturgy has two distinct parts, each with its own tone and feeling. The Liturgy
of the Palms is a rite of joy and triumph. We recall the Lord's entry into Jerusalem, when the
people greeted him with cries of “Hosanna” and waved branches and scattered them in his path.
On this day, we bless branches of palm using incense and baptismal water. The people hold their
branches aloft as they are blessed and as we move in procession to the church. As the people
carry their branches and we move to the church, a psalm is sung which captures the mood of the
moment. “Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter” suggests the mood of festal
entrance, and solemn anticipation. “The same stone which the builders rejected has become the
chief cornerstone” is a foretaste of the passion and resurrection. “Form a procession with
branches” echoes the visible symbols of the palms. The repeated “Hosanna” refrain, which
means “Save us, we pray”, recalls the solemn festivity of the day.

The second part of the liturgy begins when we get to the church for the Liturgy of the Word and
the Eucharist. The atmosphere changes. At the “crossing”, the point where the center aisle comes
up to the altar, we pause to pray that God “whose Son went not up to joy but first he suffered
pain” may lead us to find that the way of the cross leads to life. The mood has changed. The
Passion is solemnly sung by the deacons of the passion, singers appointed for this special
ministry and vested for the occasion in red dalmatics. We are now fully in the experience of
Holy Week, when, in the words of the preface to the eucharistic prayer, we celebrate Christ who
was “lifted high upon the cross to draw the whole world to himself,” for he is the source of
eternal salvation.

     

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week
The simple eucharists of these days prepare us for the rites of the passion which will follow on
Thursday and Friday. As on Palm Sunday, the liturgical color is deep red, signifying the blood of
Christ. On each day we read either a passage from John's gospel or an alternative from either
Matthew or Mark. Monday's gospel tells of the woman who anointed Jesus' feet with precious
ointment, an act he interpreted as a preparation for his death. On Tuesday, we read of the
cleansing of the temple, a controversial act which no doubt contributed to the arrest and trial of
Jesus. On Wednesday, as an immediate preparation for the Passion, we read of the betrayal of
Jesus by his friend.

In this parish, we also read certain non-scriptural readings suitable for these days. On Monday,
we consider Thomas Traherne's 17th century meditation on the cross with its ringing
proclamation that “the cross is the abyss of wonders, the center of desires, the school of virtues
the house of wisdom, the throne of love...and the gate of heaven.” On Tuesday, Basil the Great,
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the fourth century bishop, reminds us the connection between our baptism and our death as he
says that “when runners reach the turning point on a race course, they have to pause briefly
before they can go back in the opposite direction. So also when we wish to reverse the direction
of our lives, there must be a pause or a death to mark the end of one life and the beginning of
another.” On Wednesday, Melito of Sardis, a second century Bishop, places Christ in the center
of salvation history: “He is the One who brought us out of slavery into freedom, out of darkness
into light, out of death into life, out of tyranny into an eternal kingdom.”

      

Maundy Thursday
The only liturgy on this day (apart from Morning Prayer) is in the evening because it
commemorates the evening meal shared with Jesus and his friends. There is a festal tone to the
liturgy, since it honors the institution of the sacrament of the Eucharist, however it is a restrained
festivity. We use white vestments, but they are not festal vestments, they are the simple passion
tide white without adornment.

Following the homily, the Maundy occurs. In this rite of foot washing, Jesus shows his disciples
one last time his ministry of love, the ministry to which he calls us as well as them. He assumes
the role of a slave and washes their feet, shares a simple meal with them, and goes out to pray in
loneliness and abandonment. The Maundy gives the name to this holy day. Maundy comes from
the Latin word mandatum, mandate, which appears in the anthem for the day "A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another even as I have loved you (John 13:34,
Prayer Book page 275). This anthem, and others from John's gospel accompany the Maundy as
the sacred ministers wash the feet of members of the congregation. (Having a good number of
persons willing to have their feet washed is an important part of making this liturgy symbolically
effective.) The foot washing, echoing as it does the mandate of Christ to love one another,
remains a powerful symbol of the Church's vocation to follow its savior in acts of servant
ministry.
Following the Eucharist, the liturgy continues with a procession to the Altar of Repose, where
the sacrament is placed until Good Friday. Removing the sacrament underlines the emptiness of
the sanctuary which will later be enhanced by the solemn stripping of the altar.  The sacrament is
reserved at the Altar of Repose because it will be used on Good Friday at the Solemn Good
Friday Liturgy for communions. There is a tradition that the eucharist is not celebrated on Good
Friday. In this way, the Good Friday liturgy is linked with the Maundy Thursday Liturgy of
which it is, in some ways, a continuation.

After the sacrament is taken out in procession, placed at the altar of repose and venerated, the
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congregation goes to the parish hall for a simple meal which traces its origins to the customs of
the fourth century Armenian Church and to medieval English usage. It is a simple meal of soup,
bread and some items such as cheese, dried fruits and olives which might have been part of such
a community meal in Jesus' time.

The community now forms a procession and, as Psalm 69 is sung, we move back to the church.
The psalm looks forward to the crucifixion, with its lines about being given vinegar to drink and
gall to eat. Then, as Psalm 22, another passion psalm is sung, the altar is stripped bare and the
remaining ornaments are removed from the sanctuary. Then, the ministers go to the altar and
ceremonially wash it with water and wine, symbolizing the blood and water which flowed from
the side of Christ at the crucifixion and recalling the sacraments of Baptism and the Eucharist.
Then the altar stone is anointed with oil of myrrh, one of the herbs used for preparation of dead
bodies for burial. The liturgy now ends abruptly, since in fact, it is not an ending, but a pause, for
now we await the celebration of Good Friday.

      

Good Friday

The Church is bare and the ministers enter in silence, in passion tide red vestments meant to
suggest the blood of Christ. Silence begins the Liturgy of the Word, which concludes with the
dramatic reading or chanting of the Passion According to John.  The Solemn Collects, which
follow, are the fullest form of the Church's public intercessory prayer and present our prayers
before God for the entire world for which Christ died. There are four segments of these prayers:
for the church, the world and those in authority, for the suffering, and for the mission of the
Church. In each section, the deacon bids the prayers, a silence follows and the celebrant sings an
appropriate collect which sums up the intercessions.

The Veneration of the Cross follows.  A simple wooden crucifix is brought into the church in
solemn procession and elevated three times with the acclamation “Behold the Wood of the
Cross.” The cross is elevated at the same places where the Paschal Candle will be elevated at the
Easter Vigil on the next evening. This reminds us that the passion and the resurrection of Christ
are part of the same saving event. The ministers and the congregation now venerate the cross. It is
customary for the people to come forward, kneel at the foot of the cross and kiss the feet of the
crucified. Any other gesture of veneration is suitable, too, such as touching the feet of the corpus
or gazing upon it for a moment.

A third procession follows introducing the Mass of the Pre-Sanctified. The altar party moves to

-12-

the Altar of Repose, gets the consecrated bread and wine which were placed there after the
Maundy Thursday liturgy, returns to the altar, prepares the sacrament, and leads the people in the
communion devotions: the confession, absolution and the Lord's Prayer.

Again, the liturgy ends somewhat abruptly. But it really is not over because we are only pausing
for a moment before moving forward in this dramatic re-enactment of the drama of our salvation.

      

Holy Saturday
A simple, quiet service of the Word of God brings together the themes of death, the burial of the
Lord, the Sabbath day of rest, and our baptism. The liturgy begins with the bidding to “kneel in
silent prayer,” just as we did during the Solemn Collects of Good Friday. The continuity of
elements throughout these days is a reminder of the essential seamless character of these liturgies.
After the liturgy, those who have agreed to help decorate the church for the Easter Vigil and
prepare for its rites now ready the church for the paschal festival.

      

The Great Vigil of Easter
This is simply the most important liturgy of the entire year. St. Augustine said, in the fourth
century, that this rite is so central that all other celebrations of the Eucharist can be said to be the
repeatable parts of this rite. This is the Passover of the Lord, the paschal feast of the people of
God. We gather in the same darkened church which is stripped, silent, and bereft of fire and water
from the end of Good Friday. Suddenly light appears in a flash as new fire is kindled by striking
flint against steel. From this fire the celebrant lights the paschal candle. “The Light of Christ,”
sings the deacon while bringing the paschal Candle into the darkened church. “Thanks be to
God,” reply the people. Just as the cross was borne into the church and venerated on Good Friday,
so now the deacon carries the paschal candle in procession into the church, lifting it high three
times. Then, by candlelight, the deacon or a cantor sings the great hymn of Easter praise, the
Exsultet (which means “Rejoice!”) We hear the history of salvation in readings from the Hebrew
Scriptures. Chief among the readings is the story of Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea. Many of

 the readings touch on the themes of creation, water, and the spirit by which the people of God
gain their identity.

If there are new Christians to be baptized, they are baptized now. In any event, we all renew the
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promises we made at our baptism, or were made for us at that event, and renew our commitment
to Christ. The font is filled with water and the water is consecrated with a prayer which recalls the
role of water in salvation history. The celebrant plunges the paschal candle into the font to
symbolize the death and resurrection of Jesus, and breathes over the water to recall the imagery in
the Genesis story of creation. Water is sprinkled to the four corners of the compass to recall the
universal mission of the Church. The congregation, having renewed their vows, is now sprinkled
with baptismal water. In this way we make an even deeper commitment to the God who creates
us, to Jesus who redeems us and to the Spirit who sanctifies us.

As the celebrant sings “Alleluia, Christ is risen!”, the ancient paschal greeting, the first Eucharist
of Easter begins. During the liturgy of the word, the Great Paschal Alleluia is sung and repeated.
These are the first alleluias in the liturgy since the Feast of the Transfiguration at the end of
Epiphany season, when we “buried the Alleluia” for Lent. The altar candles are lighted, the
church is fully lighted, and the liturgy moves to its final segment, the celebration of the first mass
of Easter. Light has broken through the darkness and, in a flash of recognition, we know the Risen
Lord.

The liturgy ends with the dismissal, concluding the sacred Triduum, the three holy days. For what
we have celebrated in Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter is a single continual liturgy
which proclaims, re-enacts, and displays the mystery of our redemption through Jesus Christ our
risen Lord.
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