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Coming Up In May

May 1 St. Philip & St. James - 6:15 Eucharist
May 10 Mothers’ Day
May 14 Ascension Day - 6:15 Eucharist
May 16 Ordination of John Wirenius to the Vocational Diaconate  - 11:00 am

Cathedral of St. John the Divine
May 17 Rogation Sunday/Blessing of the Animals (3:00 4:00 pm in St.

Benedict’s Courtyard)
May 23 Vestry Meeting - 10:00 am 
May 25 Memorial Day - Office Closed
May 31 Trinity Sunday
June 1 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 6:15 pm Eucharist
June 4 Feast of Corpus Christi/Parish BBQ - 6:30 pm

From Father Alan’s Desk
My dear friends,

“Most gulls don’t bother to learn more than
the simplest facts of flight ~ how to get from
shore to food and back again. For most
gulls, it is not flying that matters, but eating.
For this gull, though, it was not eating that
mattered, but flight. More than anything
else, Jonathan Livingstone Seagull loved to
fly.”
                                                                        

           Jonathan Livingston Seagull
                                                                        

                                       By Richard Bach

My eye fell on this delightful book as I
unpacked the books in my office recently.
Reading this book again, after many years,
not only captured my imagination, it also
encouraged me to want to fly.

We live in turbulent and challenging times.
Our world, our nation and our church face
challenges we’ve never faced before. At
best this creates so much uncertainty, pain
and confusion. The ministry challenges we
encounter in our church at this present time
are indeed in uncharted waters. However,
uncharted though it be, it may very well be
an opportunity to move out of survival
mode into an experience of learning to
“fly,” in our endeavor to thrive.

There is so much more to life than
maintenance. Jonathan Livingston Seagull
was willing to go beyond getting “from
shore to food.” As an Easter people
anticipating the gift of Pentecost, and indeed
as the church of John, we are called to

embrace the promise of tomorrow, WE are
called to have the courage under the fires of
our day to want to fly.

I recall numerous occasions in horrendously
turbulent times during the apartheid years in
South Africa, when many of us wanted to
give up and go “from shore to food.” We
knew we had to” rise above,” “see the
light,” “search for hope,” even when all
around us seemed hopeless. The flight to
freedom was painful and not without
suffering and death. However, the resolve to
engage in the road less traveled, with
courage and perseverance was indeed the
victor at the end of the day.

During our transition and in-between time at
Saint John’s, I believe that we are called to
move from maintenance to mission, as we
fly the banner of the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ in our endeavor to be a
missional church in our world.

On a personal note, Jenny and I are ever so
grateful for your very warm and gracious
welcome, and I very much look forward to
our journeying together, in grace and
holiness.

With my prayers and God’s Blessings of
Peace!

The Reverend Canon Alan G. Dennis
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Daily Office Readings
The Daily Office readings for May are
found in the Book of Common Prayer. This
is Year 1 for the Daily Office, Year B for
the Sunday Eucharist.

Week of May 3 Easter V
Week of May 10 Easter VI 
Week of May 17 Easter VII

(Rogation Sunday)
Week of May 24 Pentecost
Week of May 31 Trinity Sunday

Holy Days in May
May 1 6:15 pm  St. Philip & St.

James
May 14  6:15 pm Ascension Day
June 1 6:15 pm Visitation of the

Blessed Virgin Mary
June 4 6:30 pm Corpus Christi

John Wirenius to be Ordained
Vocational Deacon
May 16 at the Cathedral
John Wirenius, who has been serving with
us as Deacon-in-Training for the past
several months, will be ordained a
vocational Deacon at the Cathedral of St.
John the Divine, Saturday, May 16,
10:30am All are invited.  

Suzanne Culhane to be Ordained to
the Sacred Order of Priests 
Saturday, September 19th and
10:30 am
Cathedral of St. John the Divine
Mark your calendars now and plan on
attending this joyous day in the life of our
very own Suzanne Culhane. This is the
highlight of the journey we have all
witnessed and prayed doe with Suzanne.. 

The Church of the Ascension to
Install The Rev’d Elizabeth
Maxwell as their Twelfth Rector
The parish of The Church of the Ascension
invite you to the celebration of new ministry
and installation of their twelfth rector, The
Rev’d Elizabeth Maxwell at seven o’clock
in the evening on Wednesday, May 13th. A
reception immediately follows in the parish
hall located at Fifth Avenue and 10th Street.
Please RSVP to 212-254-8620 or
info@ascensionnyc.org.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY !
May
16th Jay Campbell
18th Kyle DeBlasio
26th Parveen Sondhi
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The 39th Annual Blessing of the
Animals and Opening of Our
Sacred Space to the Community
Sunday, May 17th 
3:00 - 4:00 pm
St. Benedict’s Courtyard
(enter at 222 W. 11th Street)
John’s in the Village blesses our animal
friends on Rogation Sunday. This year
Rogation Sunday is May 17th. We bless the
animals as a sign of our care for God's
creation. In the Genesis story of creation,
we were given dominion over creation, not
mere domination but a responsibility for the
animals, the plants, and indeed the whole
earth.  We have a sacred trust as co-creators
with God.

This day also provides the opportunity for
the wider community to experience our
sacred space. Volunteers are needed. Please
speak with Fr. Alan.

What exactly is Rogation Day?
Rogation Day has an interesting history. 
Rogation Days, traditionally the Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday before Ascension
Day, but extended to include the Sunday
before, were, in medieval England, the time
when the parish clergy went out and beat the
bounds of the parish, praying for crops, herds
and a productive harvest.  In recent years,
these days have become of interest to those
concerned with ecology and preservation of
the natural order.  Most of us do not have a
responsibility for crops and herds, but many
of us live with animals (some having four
legs) and so this day became associated in our

parish with the blessing of pets and other
domestic animals.

Our animals are important to us. Some
hospitals invite trained pets into their wards
and rooms, having observed that patients who
play with and pet animals tend to recover
more quickly.  Many people rely upon service
animals to assist in overcoming disabilities. 
For many others, our animals are our main
connection to creation, other than the
occasional potted plant.  Having an animal for
whom we care is a reminder that we similarly
are called to care for all the created order
because we are called to be stewards of
creation.  Although many parishes bless
animals on St. Francis’ Day, we keep
Rogation Day because it connects us to an
interesting English tradition and because
during Eastertide, we are already giving
thanks for God’s new creation in the
resurrection of Jesus which celebrates the
restoration and renewal of all life.  The
animal blessing is held in St. Benedict’s
Courtyard, a delightful interior garden space
within the St. John’s Close.

This year we will be blessing any pets
brought to us as long as they are alive--no
blessing of ashes or stuffed animals, please! 
We will also not be able to bless any animal
who cannot be present--pictures or proxies
are not sufficient.  Otherwise, all animals
are welcomed here, as are their friends, the
humans.
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The Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 
May 24th to Feature Mozart Mass
at the 11:00 am Service
For the Feast of Pentecost, May 24th, the
choir will sing the Kyrie, Glorida,
Benedictus, and Agnus dei of a mass by
Mozart. Mozart’s Mass in C Major k 259
was written toward the end of 1776 in
Salzburg. The nickname “Organ Solo Mass”
is derived from the obbligato organ solo in
the Benedictus. Mozart composed this mass
and tow others within a period of two
months. This work is a missa brevis scored
for SATB soloists and choir.

The Feast of the Ascension 
May 14 at 6:15 pm
As we celebrate the Eucharist we are
reminded that in this and every Eucharist
the Church ascends into the presence of God
to stand with Jesus at His right hand,
sharing in the joys of the Kingdom and
offering through Christ the whole creation
that it may be filled with grace and
redemption.

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary - Monday, June 1
at 6:15 pm
This Feast commemorates the visit of the
Blessed Virgin to her cousin Elizabeth,
recorded in the Gospel according to Luke
(1:39-56).

The Feast of Corpus Christi
Thursday, June 4th - 6:30 pm
The feast of Corpus Christi commemorates
the institutions and gift of the Eucharist and
is observed in the Western Church on the
Thursday after Trinity Sunday. While
Maundy Thursday is the primary celebration
of the institution of the Holy Eucharist, that
day occurs in the midst of Holy Week, the
most solemn time of the Church year, and
there has been a long-felt conviction that a
more joyful, festal celebration is needed.
The feast was instituted largely at the
instigation of a saint named Juliana, who
died in the 13th century. She was a devout
nun of the convent at Liege who had a
vision which prompted her conviction that
the church needed such a festival. The
liturgy was added to the calendar of the
Roman Church by Urban IV and it became
universal during the 14th century. Thomas
Aquinas compiled the liturgy for the day,
and Anglicans still use many of the hymns
he composed for that day.

The Liturgy on this day will consist of a
Solemn Eucharist followed by Benediction
of the Blessed Sacrament. Benediction of
the Blessed Sacrament is a brief rite in
which the faithful are given a blessing by
the celebrant holding the sacrament aloft in
a device called a monstrance. In this way,
the faithful who have just received Christ in
Holy Communion can again meditate upon
his presence in the sacrament and go forth
from that liturgy blessed by the presence of

the risen Christ.
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An appeal from Deacon Denise
I have recently become involved with
helping a Veteran who is building a
company with the purpose of putting our
unemployed Veterans to work. 
Unemployment is a very real problem for so
many in our country and our Veterans are
especially vulnerable as they were out of the
workforce during their time of service to our
country.  And so, as we are working to build
this organization, which is now at a very
beginning stage, I ask you to consider using
them.  Please visit www.handyvet.org and
check it out – the website will give you a
good idea of the kinds of things they do. 
It’s a great way to give back to those who
have served our country …and get help with
some tasks too!  Thanks!  Deacon D.

A Message from our Bishop
My brothers and sisters,
 
As has become widely known, a priest of
our diocese and cathedral, the Reverend
Diane Reiners, was arrested by police in
Jersey City while allegedly driving under
the influence of alcohol.  As this came in
the wake of the Heather Cook arrest in
Baltimore, it has received more than the
usual media scrutiny.  And as Diane is
known and loved in our diocese, this news
has been received with much sorrow and
regret among her brother and sister clergy,
the people of the cathedral congregation,
and her bishops.
 
Because this has received so much public
attention, and following the events in
Maryland, many in the diocese have asked
for some word from me.  Diane and I spoke

by phone last weekend while I was at the
spring meeting of the House of Bishops, and
while I do not intend to communicate any of
the specifics of our conversation or of the
course we will now follow, my care and
respect for her as her bishop meant that I
wanted to wait until I had seen her face-to-
face before saying anything more widely.  
 
The ordained people of the church have
taken vows to pattern their lives that they
might be a "wholesome example" to the
people of the church.  I think that all clergy
have discovered that to live by what we call
"the higher standard" will sometimes be
hard, but I believe that the church has a
right to expect that its priests, deacons and
bishops will be accountable for the
decisions they make and the things that they
do.  
 
I am convinced that genuine pastoral care
must honor and respect both civil and canon
law, as well as the trust placed in clergy by
the church.  But at the same time to treat all
people with compassion, genuine caring,
and the provision of resources to promote
health, recovery and the abundant
life. Pastoral care is all about the health that
happens when accountability and
compassion are held in tension, and it is my
strongest conviction that everything we do
as a church we must and will do in truth and
in love.  I promise you that Diane, and all
who turn to the church in need, may count
on that.  
 
The church is blessed to count among its
number a great many lay and ordained
leaders, and bishops, who have faced the
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illness of alcoholism or addiction in their
lives, come to recovery, built strong patterns
of stability in their lives, and become for all
of us icons of what the redeemed and
transformed life can be. Some recovering
priests in our diocese have offered
themselves right now as helps to clergy who
may need assistance to begin to move into
their own sobriety.  I invite members of our
churches who are struggling and suffering
with these matters to seek out the counsel
and guidance of their priest, and I invite
clergy in the same need to contact Canon
Jeanne Person. She will hold everything in
confidence.  But know, my dear friends, that
you may also come to me or to Bishop
Shin. There will be no judgment and
nothing to fear; only compassion and care
and help.  
 
Even before the events of this week,
following the deep concerns in the church
regarding the case of Bishop Cook, Canon
Person and I had been making plans to
devote some time at our priests conference
this spring to talk about issues of alcohol
and addiction.  It will be a time for us to
listen to one another, to learn from one
another, to review guidelines for the
responsible use of alcohol in the church, and
to become equipped to more effectively talk
about these things in our churches.  
 
I know that at the heart of the gospel of
Jesus Christ is the desire of God that all
people live in freedom. Together we can
face the disease of alcoholism without fear
and with honesty, and break the isolation
and shame on which addiction feeds. That is
the radiant example we can set, the witness

we may make within and beyond the
church.  
 
Pray now and in these days to come for our
sister Diane, and pray that by the grace of
God the church may become and always be
places of learning and integrity, love and
health, safety and hope.  
 
 20 Years in the Making: We
have Had Singing, Singing
1995 - 2015 - May 16th at 8:00
pm: Here at St. John’s!
With two decades of repertoire from which
to select, current and past singing members
of Schola Cantorum on Hudson - choral
performance and advocacy organization
based in Manhattan and Northern New
Jersey - have chosen an eclectic mix of
‘favorites’ for the final concert of their 20th
season entitled We Have Had Singing.
From scat to music from film and Top 40,
and featuring contemporary choral classics,
audience members will find favorites to
enjoy in Schola’s unique presentational
style. 

Columbus Day Weekend
Courtyard Bazaar Coordinators
Needed
It is not too early to start thinking about our
annual Columbus Day courtyard bazaar.
This year the bazaar will be Saturday,
October 10th and Sunday, October 11th.
Since so much of a successful event relies
on preplanning and organization, we are
looking for interested folks who would like
to share in the coordination responsibilities.
If you are interested or have questions,
please speak to one of the wardens.
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