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Sunday Eucharist at 8:00 & 11:00 am; M-F: Morning Prayer at 8:00 am; M, W, F: Eucharist at 6:15 pm

Coming Up In September
September 11 Labor Day - Office closed
September 12 Vestry Meets - 10:00 am NOTE CHANGE IN DATE
September 13 Holy Baptism - 11:00 am

Special prayers for the Magnolia tree following both the
8:00 & 11:00 am service

September 16 Choristers return for their first rehearsal
September 19 Ordination of Suzanne Culhane to the Sacred Order of

Priests - Cathedral of St. John the Divine - 10:30 am
September 20 Suzanne’s first mass 

Choir returns - 11:00 am
September 27 Stewardship Sunday - 8:00 & 11:00 am

Holy Days
Sept. 16 Holy Cross Day Eucharist 6:15 pm
Sept. 23 St. Matthew, Apostle Eucharist 6:15 pm

and Evangelist
Sept. 30 St. Michael and all Angels Eucharist 6:15 pm

Daily Office Readings  
The Daily Office readings for September are found in the Book of Common Prayer. This is 

Year I for the Daily Office, Year B for the Sunday Eucharist.

Week of September 6 The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 18
Week of September 13 The Sixteenth  Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 19
Week of September 20 The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 20
Week of September 27 The Eighteenth  Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 21

From Fr. Alan’s Desk
My dear friends,

“Deep silence leads us to realize that
prayer is, above all, acceptance.            
When we pray we are standing with our
hands open to the world.  We know that God
will become known to us in nature around
us, in the people we meet, in situations we
run into . . . . . prayer creates that            
openness in which God is given to us. 
Indeed God wants us to be  admitted into
the human heart, received with open hands,
and loved with the same love with which we
have been created.

                     With Open hands, 
Henni J.M. Nouwen

The summers of 2005 and 2007 were
memorable ones for me. I spent the summer
of 2005 experiencing the Carpenters Kids
Program (central Tanzania) in action.  

The summer of 2007 I spent ten days in
Rome, studying early Christianity.  

While these were two very different
experiences, I feel grateful to have the
opportunity to “experience” the spaces and
places, the pathways and journeys of the
early Christians.  I feel thankful, having
been touched so deeply by the people of
Tanzania, especially the children.

Two marks of the early Christians and the
people of the Diocese of Central
Tanganyika, continue to leave an indelible

impression upon my soul.  The two marks
are: Enthusiasm and Prayer.

Enthusiasm:
The Latin enthusiasmus derives from the
Greek Enthousiasmas, which ultimately
comes from the adjective Entheos, “having
the God within.” As with the early
Christians the people of Central Tanganyika
teach us so much about abundance,
enthusiasm, joy and grace amidst their
poverty and scarcity.

I believe that our parish is entering an
exciting time of great opportunity to
embrace and express such enthusiasm.  The
‘God,’ within each of us will lead us,  in our
forthcoming program year, and the years
ahead, to enter more deeply into a fruit-
bearing relationship.

An upbeat, attractive, positive and creative
program year is planned with opportunities
for worship, study, outreach, formation and
social interaction.  

Prayer:
“My soul is restless until it finds rest in
thee, O Lord.”  Saint Augustine of Hippo
puts his finger on it!  I don’t know about
you, but I am not able to function optimally
when I do not take enough time to pray.

Words are necessary, but not important.
“God is the friend of Silence,” encourages
Mother Theresa of Calcutta.  She goes on to
say, “Silence gives us a new look on
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everything.  We need silence to be able to
touch souls.  The essential thing is not what
we say, rather what God says to us and
through us.  Jesus is always waiting for us
in silence.  In that silence he will listen to us
then he will speak to our souls, and there we
will hear his voice.”  ~ Meditation by
Mother Theresa of Calcutta.

It is my very sincere prayer that as we enter
a new program year, God will touch your
heart mightily, empowering you to offer
prayerful enthusiasm as your primary gift to
Saint John’s.  I have no doubt that all else
will flow from this.  As we honor God in
worship, with prayerful enthusiasm, God
will honor us, as God always does.  As we
do this, I am convinced that our
participation, our programs, our giving and
our attendance will increase.

Concluding five months as you Priest, I am
grateful for the grace to serve here at Saint
John’s.  Thank you for your support and
willingness to engage in the ministry and
mission of our Congregation.  While change
is challenging at times, I sincerely believe
that there are indeed a fund of opportunities
for the mission and ministry of the
Congregation to grow, with prayerful
enthusiasm.

In their enthusiasm for God, the early
Christians and the people of Central
Tanganyika teach us that God’s grace is
always sufficient for us.  May it be so!

With my prayers,

The Reverend Canon Alan G. Dennis

Suzanne Culhane’s  Ordination
Saturday, September 19 at 10:30am
First Mass at here at St. John’s
Sunday, September 20 at 11am
Mark your calendars.  The weekend of
September 19-20 will be one of long-
awaited, joyful celebration for the St. John’s
parish family.  As you know, our dear friend
and parishioner, Suzanne Culhane, whose
vocation has been long prayed for and
supported by this parish, will be ordained a
Priest in Christ’s One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church on Saturday, September
19, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. by Bishop Dietsche
at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.  We
are all invited!

At Father Alan’s invitation, the newly-
ordained Mother Culhane will celebrate her
first Mass here at St. John’s on Sunday,
September 20th at the 11o’clock liturgy.  A
festive coffee-hour reception will follow in
the parish hall.

Suzanne’s New Address
Suzanne began her duties as Curate at Christ
Church, Greenwich on July 15, 201.
This is her new mailing address:

The Rev. Deacon Suzanne Culhane
216 E. Putnam Avenue
Greenwich, CT 06830
C:  917-453-8591
suzculhane@yahoo.com
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Columbus Day Weekend Bazaar
Save these dates

Saturday Oct 10th 10am - 5pm
Sunday Oct 11th 12:30pm - 4pm

Rain or shine
Featuring:
C Bargains at our Flea Market Tables,

C our Great Bake Sale, 
C Octoberfest wursts, hot dogs and

beverages, 
C a Face Painter( Saturday only), 
C a raffle,
C  several special events( check

the October Messenger for
details or our website at the end of
September)

And tell your friends about it!!!

Beth Rake 
2015 Annual Bazaar Organizer

BAZAAR DONATIONS!
St John's will be accepting donations for our
Flea Market Tables after Labor Day
Please drop off your items Mon - Thurs 
between 10am and 4pm or leave in the
parish hall before or after church on
Sunday. 
We happily accept any gently used item that
is clean and has ALL it's parts.
SORRY WE CANNOT ACCEPT
CLOTHING.
PLEASE begin bringing your items as soon

after Labor Day as possible. We hope to
price the items at two or three
different pricing afternoons/evenings. The

idea being we don't end up having a tiring
pricing marathon  the week before the
event.

Interested in being a pricer? 
Contact Beth Rake 
beth.rake1@gmail.com 
Thanks!

Outreach Program Continues
- The Rev’d Deacon Denise LaVetty

Ecclesia
Although it’s been awhile since we all
prepared lunch together for the Ecclesia
congregation of Madison Square Park, the
community is alive and well.  We suffered a
loss in May of one of our regulars, Brian,
and that has been difficult for many in our
group.  But several weeks later, we did have
the joy of baptizing James and that was very
healing and uplifting for all.  The next time
St. John’s is scheduled to provide the lunch
will be November 29, which is also the First
Sunday of Advent.  I hope some of you will
consider coming to the park and
participating in the Eucharist with us – and
then help distribute the food afterwards.  I
think you would enjoy it and I would love to
see you there.

St. John’s Supper Club
We had a wonderful evening, August 4, at
Pounds & Ounces!  Everyone enjoyed some
good food , conversation, and laughs.  I
would like to arrange another Supper Club
event in late October.  If you would like to
suggest a restaurant to try, please let me
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know – I need suggestions!!!  I don’t have
any more relatives who work in restaurants!

  Deacon Denise

EfM - Education for Ministry
EfM is unique blend of study (scriptural and
historical) with theological discovery and
discourse. Over four years EfM students
study Old Testament, New Testament,
church history, and living one's theology
within the context of God's created world.
Throughout these four years special
attention is given to learning how to listen
to one another, reflecting on theological
concepts, discovering our own theology,
and discerning our various ministries.
 Within the context of group discovery we
develop a community of study and prayer
and begin to discern together our calling set
forth in our Baptismal Covenant.  Our group
meets at The Church of the Ascension, 5th
Ave and 11th Street.  If you would like to
learn more about EfM, please talk to
Andrew Jones (apjones.nyc@gmail.com ). 

Music Notes
- Gordon King

The Choristers will begin their regular
rehearsal schedule on Wednesday,
September 16.

If you know any families with children in
the second grade or above, please let them
know about our program or give me their
information so I may contact them.

St Johns Choir will return on Sunday,
September 20 with all singers from last
season
returning.

Many thanks to our summer cantors, Debbie
Spinella and Andrew Jones for leading the
music for three months while the choir was
gone. We are fortunate to have such talented
singers as cantors.

Schola Cantorum will present its first
concert at St Johns on November 21. The
program is titled "The World Within" and
will include music by Coldplay and Dolly
Parton.

Magnolia tree
In recent months we have learned that the
Magnolia tree in Saint Benedict’s courtyard
is seriously compromising the foundation
and structure of the church building. We
have sought professional opinion on this
and we have been advised that in order to
preserve the integrity of the building the
tree has to be removed.  At its July meeting
the vestry unanimously approved the
removal of the tree. We will be saving about
5-6 feet of the stump with the view of
creating some feature in the garden
(carving) as a keepsake for generations to
come. We will have a brief time of
thanksgiving for the gift of this tree
standing so strong and firm for so many
years after both services on Sunday,
September 13rh.  The tree will be removed
on Monday, September 14th.
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Tai Chi at Lunch
Tai Chi classes are being held at Church of
the Ascension (12 West 11th Street) every
Thursday from 12:00 noon until 1:00 pm.
All levels are welcome! 

This is a great way to exercise, calm, and
increase flexibility. The instructor is Dan
Baum of Eastern Village Arts. Class fees
are $25 per class or $75.00 for the entire 
month. If interested, please speak to
Andrew Jones (apjones.nyc@gmail.com or
212-254-8620.)

Happy September Birthdays!
5th Kevin Marquez
18th Tony Serrano
24th Lorraine Burns

ATTENTION VESTRY MEMBERS
MEETING DATE CHANGE
The Vestry will meet on Saturday,
September 12 at 10:00 am in the Parish
Hall. This is a change in date due to
Suzanne’s ordination on September 19th

ADVENT ANTHEMS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW
Please reserve the evenings of December 2,
9 and 16 to join Fr. Alan for an
investigation into, and reflection on, the
great Advent Anthems. There will be a
materials fee of $10 for the series which
will include light refreshments. More
information will follow as the time grows
near.
. 

Benjamin Alan Dennis to be Baptized on
Sunday, September 13 - 11:00 AM
Benjamin is the son of Angelina and Marc
Dennis and the grandson of Fr. Alan and
Jenny Dennis. Please plan to join Benjamin
and his family as he becomes a member of
Christ’s body the Church.

Parish Administrator On Vacation
After manning the fort all summer, Pat is
taking a week vacation beginning Monday,
September 14 and will return to the office
on Monday, September 20. The telephone
answering machine will be operating and
messages will be checked throughout the
day, evening and weekend.
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Looking Ahead to October and
Beyond

October 4 Dedication Sunday

8:00 & 11 am

October 10 Annual Columbus day

  11 Weekend Bazaar

October 12 Columbus Day

Office closed

November 1 All Saints Day

8:00 & 11:00 am

Daylight Savings Time
ends

Novembwe 29 St. John’s sponsors
Ecclesia lunch

November 2 All Souls’ Day

December 2 Advent Anthems

   9 & 16 following 6:15 Eucharist
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